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Give Hope
donate a car
give hope to those in need

Donate old vehicles to SVDP
by calling 1-800-322-8284 or
by visiting the webpage:
Click Here

Leave a Legacy
Please remember SVDP Cleveland in
your will and estate planning.

Let's get social!

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram & YouTube

www.svdpcle.org

Welcome New Lake-Geauga District President: Ed Zivkovich
Ed Zivkovich, president of St. Mary Conference in Painesville, has been elected President of the Lake-Geauga District. He succeeds Bill Brandoni, who was the District’s
president for the past three years and is currently serving as Vice President.
Ed said that his first experiences working
with people in need occurred during his 35year tenure at the Social Security Administration where he was employed as a claims
representative and later as a technical expert. “I heard many stories of the struggles
and hardships families go through when
they are unable to work because of poor
health," he recalled. “It gave me an understanding of the problems created and exacerbated by poverty.”

“People really appreciate someone
who will listen to their stories with
compassion and without judging
them, and perhaps provide that
little bit of help that can make a big
difference...”

Ed Zivkovich, Lake-Geauga President

“It is what our Catholic faith calls us to do,
and what our role as members of the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul and the generosity of
our fellow parishioners enables us to do.”

As District President, he plans to attend
meetings of as many Lake-Geauga District
Conferences as possible in order to learn
what other kinds of support Vincentians
need, and to subsequently provide that supPrior to retirement from his career 12 years port.
ago, he met the President of St. Mary’s Conference, Bill Butcher, who shared with him His goal is to provide Conferences with the
the numerous ways SVDP helps neighbors necessary tools to find new members who
struggling with poverty. Ed realized that are willing to “go outside their comfort
those served by the Society were living with zones and help the poor in the ‘up close and
the same kind of hardships that his clients personal’ manner of Vincentians.”
dealt with during his career. He decided to
become a Vincentian as a way to make a dif- “I hope to continue the fine job that Bill
ference, and over the years has enjoyed visit- Brandoni has been doing for the last severing neighbors in need and talking with them al years, providing information and leaderface-to-face – something he missed during ship,” he added.
the pandemic.
“People really appreciate someone who will
listen to their stories with compassion and
without judging them, and perhaps provide
that little bit of help that can make a big difference,” Ed noted.

Celebrating 15 Years of
Fighting Hunger in East Cleveland

Central Office Hires New Office Manager
The Society’s Central Office recently welcomed Jason Lewis as its new Office Manager. Jason’s role includes serving as a liaison
between SVDP Cleveland’s 58 Conferences
and the Central Office, in addition to assisting with volunteer management, the facilitation of people seeking emergency help,
and various administrative activities to ensure the smooth running of the office.
Jason’s faith-based career includes working in several capacities within the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland. Most recently, he
served as Director of the Lake/Geauga Diocesan Social Action Office and Catholic Relief Services. He previously was employed
at Catholic Charities’ Secretariat for Parish
Life and Development department as Pastoral Care coordinator in the Office for Marriage and Family Ministry. He also teaches
an introduction to world religions course
at Notre Dame College. In his “spare” time,
he shares his musical gift with others as assistant organist at The Cathedral of St. John
the Evangelist, and as music director at St.
Ignatius of Antioch parish.

Jason Lewis

Jason holds a Master of Ministry degree and
a Bachelor of Arts in Catholic Studies and
Philosophy from Ursuline College.
The Diocesan Central Office staff also
includes Gary Sole, CEO, and Natalie
Schrimpf, Marketing & Development director.

Blankets Deliver Warmth to Those in Need
The Society’s 35th Annual Blanket Sunday
in-parish appeal kicked off in October.
Thank you to all participating churches
throughout the Catholic Diocese of
Cleveland and to all who helped promote
this important initiative. The blankets have
been purchased and are being distributed
across Northeast Ohio. Because the need
is great and there is a long winter ahead,
financial donations are encouraged
throughout the coming months.

Some of the many SVDP Father Michael
Wittman Ozanam Center volunteers
along with SVDP's Board President, Ed
Leszynski after a special mass on September 26 to celebrate the center's 15th
anniversary. Without these and other volunteers, as well as financial and in-kind
donations, this center would not be able
to fight hunger within and surrounding
East Cleveland. Thank you to all who give
their time, talents and treasure to help
people in need!

Thank You

St Ignatius High School students helped
unload 600 blankets and 144 pillows for its
Labre and Arrupe House Partnership programs

SVDP on Cable TV
In an effort to significantly expand its reach
to more audiences across the community,
the Society recently created two, 30-second
television spots that were aired on targeted
cable and online streaming channels.
The first ad promoted the annual Blanket
Sunday campaign leading up to its October
9th kick-off. The second, “We Are There,”
presented an overview of SVDP. Both ads
directed viewers to the SVDP website to
learn more.
The advertisements are part of an ongoing
strategic effort to publicize the Society and
the impact its volunteers have upon so
many Northeast Ohioans in need each year.

Thank you to the terrific students at
Gilmour Academy for their recent help
at our Brookside, Community Corner and
St. Pat’s hunger centers as part of their
Senior Service Day!

The ads are also available for on-demand
viewing on the Society’s YouTube channel.

A Message from Our Spiritual Advisor

by Sister Cheryl Keehner, CSA

What busy seasons we’ve been through: distributing school
supplies; collecting blankets and coats for kids, stocking shelves
with food for Thanksgiving feasts.
We’ve paid electric bills,
challenged eviction notices and caught up with back rent. We are
able to do all this through the generosity of people who support our
ministries. In the prayer of St. Francis we are reminded that “In
giving, we receive.”
A commercial on television has the tag line “See me.” So much of
our ministry leads us into relationship with the persons we support.
Certainly we feel their appreciation. The question is: “How are our
lives enriched by the people we serve? Or have we been too busy
to notice?”
Consider how Jesus calls Bartimaeus by name and asks him what he needs. He enters into conversation with the Samaritan woman who
gives him a drink of water. He receives help from Simon of Cyrene and Veronica. He listens to the thief who hangs beside him on Calvary.
Surely he noticed the relief they brought to him.
Perhaps we could take time as we move toward Thanksgiving to reflect on what we have received.

1099 Requirements for Services & for Rent Paid Directly to Landlords
After extensive research and consulting with both the National Council auditor and attorney, National
Council believes that once the total payments made by a Council or Conference for services or for rent
payments to a landlord equal or exceed $600 in a calendar year, a Form 1099 must be mailed to the
recipient and filed with the IRS. There are only a few exceptions to this requirement.
• Payments made to corporations
• Payments made to real estate agents or property managers acting on behalf of a landlord
• Payments made to tax-exempt organizations (including governments)
• Payments made via a third-party payment network (credit card, debit card or Pay Pal type service, but
this does not include online bill payments)
All other payments for services or for rent payments to a landlord totaling $600 or more in a calendar year will trigger the Form 1099 filing
requirement. Click here to read details from SVDP USA.

Wanted: Items for Our Ozanam Centers
St. Vincent de Paul Society’s Ozanam Centers provide food, clothing and more to struggling individuals and families within and surrounding neighborhoods of Cleveland, East Cleveland and Akron. Some of the centers are in need of specific food and non-food items.
If you can help, please drop them off during the centers’ hours of operation. Thank you.

