
Holy Moments
VINCENTIAN NEWSLETTER

May-June, 2022

A Publication of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Diocese of Cleveland

Give Hope
donate a car

give hope to those in need
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Please share this issue with your fellow Conference 
members who may not have email.

To unsubscribe, simply reply to the email from which 
you received this newsletter with “unsubscribe” in the 

subject line.

Please remember SVDP Cleveland in 
your will and estate planning.

Leave a Legacy

Let's get social!

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram & YouTube

www.svdpcle.org

Board Approves New Secretary:  Logan Rife, PhD

The Society’s Board of Directors recently 
approved Logan Rife, PhD, as secretary. He 
replaces Larry Lauter, who was unable to 
continue in this role due to health issues. 
Logan is also a member of the Society’s 
Associate Board.

Logan’s lifelong desire to serve the poor 
was initially cultivated through volunteer 
experiences as a student at Archbishop 
Hoban High School in Akron. For example, 
he volunteered at Haven of Rest Ministries, 
which helps individuals experiencing 
homelessness with shelter, hot meals and 
more. 

He first became involved with the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul in 2016 when he and 
his wife, Ali, were seeking an organization 
that allowed them to live their Catholic 
faith by directly serving the poor. Living 
in Cincinnati at the time, they found an 
ideal fit with their local SVDP and became 
Vincentians at Guardian Angels parish in 
Mount Washington, OH. As Vincentians, 
they conducted home visits, volunteered 
at the food pantry, and participated in 
charitable holiday events. Logan also 
attended the Ozanam Orientation through 
SVDP’s Cincinnati Council.

Logan is grateful for the additional 
opportunity to participate in the Society. “I 
look forward to serving alongside the Board 
of Directors to advance the mission of this 
wonderful organization,” he said.

Logan holds a PhD in Counseling Psychology 
from the University of Akron where he 
specialized in Organizational Psychology. 
Following his post-doctoral fellowship in 
Cincinnati, he returned to Northeast Ohio in 
2018 where he joined the Cleveland Clinic. 
In his current role as Cleveland Clinic’s 
Director of Talent Development, Logan leads 
the enterprise-wide succession planning 
and development strategy for executive 
leader roles. He also serves as an internal 
executive coach as well as a leadership and 
team development consultant.

Logan, his wife Ali, three-year-old son, 
Rocco, and newborn son, Joseph, reside 
in Brecksville where they are members of 
St. Basil the Great parish.  In his free time, 
Logan enjoys spending time with family 
and friends, traveling, and cheering on the 
Cleveland professional sports teams.

G. Logan Rife, PhD

Did You Register Yet for the National Assembly?

We hope you’ll join other Conferences and 
Vincentians from across the country to 
gather, share, celebrate, worship, learn and 
form new friendships at the 2022 Baltimore 
National Assembly August 30 – September 
3.

Click here for details and registration.
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Race for Hunger Relief Garners $45K+ for SVDP Hunger Centers

Join us in the great outdoors for the 
SVDP Akron District’s Annual Friends of 
the Poor Walk/Run Saturday, September 
24 starting at 10AM (9AM registration) 
at Wood Hollow Summit Metro Park, 
2121 Barlow Road in Hudson. This fami-
ly-friendly event will benefit neighbors in 
need throughout our Akron District.  

Click here to register or donate.

Friends of the Poor Walk 

A Message from our Spiritual Advisor

Take time this summer to look upon your 
service in the Society as a calling, a vocation.

Be an inspiration to those in your 
Conference and to people in your parish. 

Share with others the blessings that you 
have received in your ministry to the poor. 

Your witness and your words have power. 
Pray that the Holy Spirit will open the way 
for others to join you.    

by Sister Cheryl Keehner, CSA

Fred Talks Are Back

The National Council’s Fred Talks are 
short videos that offer information on 
topics that include Vincentian Heritage, 
Traditions, and Spirituality. Each video is 
five minutes or less for easy viewing.

Fred Talks are also great to share with 
other members of your Conference, or 
with fellow parishioners who may be 
curious about the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul.

Click here to watch.

Thank you to everyone who contributed 
to the Society’s Race for Hunger Relief 
fundraiser. The annual matching gift 
campaign raised more than $45,000 for its 
hunger relief program.

Held in partnership with Great Lakes 
Brewing Company, this year, GLBC also 
invited the Society to set up a table at 
its pub/restaurant on May 7, the day of 
the Kentucky Derby. Not only were we 
able to have a presence there, distribute 
information and answer questions, but 
customers that day were encouraged to add 
an additional sum to their restaurant bill to 
benefit SVDP’s hunger relief program.

The Society’s seven main hunger/Ozanam 
centers and multiple parish-based food 
pantries comprise one of the largest hunger 
relief programs in Northeast Ohio. 

Individuals and families turn to these 
valuable neighborhood resources for 
emergency food – including shelf staples, 
nutritious produce, and protein-rich meats, 
eggs and dairy – in addition to clothing and 
more. This hunger relief program nourishes 
some 120,000 people annually.

• William Allport
• Certified Pest Control
• Clearstead
• Dubick Fixture & Supply, Inc.
• Greater Cleveland Food Bank
• Barb Leszynski
• Hobe & Lucas Certified Public Accountants, Inc.

• Luxury Heating Company
• Susan & Robert Price
• Mark & Claudia Straub
• St. Francis Xavier (Medina) SVDP Conference
• St. John Bosco SVDP Conference
• St. Ladislas SVDP Conference
• Unity Catholic Federal Credit Union

A special thank you to this year’s sponsors:

Count Your Blessings
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The following article highlights one of our Conferences to share what they do and the impact of their work on those we serve.
Feel free to submit stories about your fellow Vincentians by contacting nschrimpf@svdpcle.org.

Conference Spotlight

Sacred Heart Chapel (Lorain)          

“There’s no place like home.”

Members of the Society’s Sacred Heart 
Chapel in Lorain are striving to make 
this familiar adage a reality for homeless 
neighbors as they transition into permanent 
supportive housing.

The Vincentians have been collecting 
new and gently-used household items for 
formerly homeless individuals moving 
into Bridge Pointe Commons, a new 
housing facility in Elyria coordinated 
through Catholic Charities and Nord 
Foundation. Although the 62 one-bedroom 
apartments are minimally furnished, 

they lack many essentials necessary for 
daily living, according to Mary Clark, 
Conference secretary. She said that the 
goal is to empower the new residents with 
housekeeping items by providing them 
with pails of cleaning supplies and laundry 
baskets with detergents, towels and more.

Conference members are also expanding 
their ministry to other areas across Lorain 
County. In addition to the new apartments, 
Bridge Pointe Commons is placing 
homeless men in single-dwelling houses 
throughout the area, Mary said. “Unlike 
the new apartments, the houses are not 
even minimally furnished, so Sacred Heart 

Chapel members are also trying to supply 
staples, food, toiletries, cleaning and 
laundry supplies, in addition to donated 
furniture we receive.”

For some Conference members who have 
struggled with poverty at one time or 
another, this work takes on additional 
relevance, she added. “I think there have 
been so many people from our Conference 
that have walked the road. They’ve done 
without themselves and know what it is to 
be in need. They come with empathy and a 
giving heart, so when we hear there’s a need 
we then come together to try to make life 
easier for those less fortunate.”

My son the 20-something high school 
teacher and coach challenged me to a 100-
yard foot race. I accepted, knowing I would 
lose, because that’s what dads do. I can pull 
a hamstring just thinking about running, 
so I told my wife to go to the finish line and 
get the oxygen ready. We took our starting 
positions, and I told him I wanted the 
Lynyrd Skynyrd option. While he thought 
about it I took off, yelling “Gimme three 
steps!”

He was kind. Sure, he beat me like a drum. 
I won’t say by how much, but he made me a 
sandwich before I got to the finish line.
The real win for me was being asked to race. 

Of course, that’s what us losers say all the 
time! This time I mean it. When we have 
a chance to participate in anything with 
someone younger, related or not, it’s a good 
thing.

Our country recently has elevated its 
thought and language about diversity and 
inclusion. One area we forget about too 
often is the diversity that comes with age, 
and how important it is to reach across age 
groups in all directions to find different skill 
sets and certainly different perspectives.

It’s not as hard as we think. In our respective 
lives, we have the commonalities of careers, 

relationships and parenthood, to name just 
a few. These may not always be comfortable 
to discuss at first, so we can consider others. 
Sports, for example. Every generation loves 
or hates Tom Brady or the Yankees. I find 
it easy to talk about Marvel movies with 
young friends. They know the characters 
mostly from the films, while I read the 
original plotlines years ago from the comics. 
This leads to passionate conversations of 
absolutely nothing of consequence! Unless 
we consider friendship a consequence, that 
is.

The National Council’s Frederic’s E-Gazette newsletter recently included an article by its CEO, Dave Barringer.  Citing his own personal experiences as a “seasoned 
Vincentian,” he reflects upon the importance and benefits of sharing his faith and more with younger adults.  In case you missed it, this well-written perspective is 
reprinted below…

Let’s Work Across Generations to Find New Ways to Serve, Communicate and Share our Faith 
that Work for Younger Adults

article continues on next page
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At the recent Young Catholic Professionals 
annual conference, I was the oldest 
Vincentian present by at least 30 years. I 
was energized by the enthusiasm of our 
younger members for their faith, our 
Society’s impact on their lives, and their 
evangelizing spirit in discussing our works 
with others. If this is the future of the 
Society, we are in good hands and hearts.

A lot of younger adults think differently 
about volunteerism than older generations. 
They aren’t able to commit to the same 
number of service hours, at least not as 
performed in weekly meetings over years. 
They tend to prefer service commitments 
made one day at a time. If the service was 
fulfilling for them, they do it again. Their 
friendships and volunteer service mirror 
their careers; they tend to be portable. 
What’s more lasting, fortunately, are their 
marriage and family vocations, and faith. 
All need to be nourished.

What an opportunity this presents for all of 
us “seasoned” Vincentians. Most of us have 
younger relatives, whom we can ask to join 
us. We may also have “Church friends” and 

other relationships with younger adults in 
our lives. They have been watching you, 
learning about what you consider to be 
important and the examples you provide 
– whether you know it or not. That’s how 
all of us grow into adulthood in every 
generation; by learning from the ones who 
have already travelled our roads.

Please don’t assume that because they are 
young they aren’t ready to get closer to God, 
or that they don’t want to serve the poor. 
The exact opposite may be true! In fact, a 
younger person with a good introduction 
to a concept, person or experience often 
becomes a lifelong believer! Why else would 
anyone still be a Cubs fan?

If we wait to recruit someone when they 
retire from their careers, all those past 
relationships and good experiences preempt 
a bit the ability to create new ones. Let’s 
work across generations to find new ways 
to serve, and new ways to communicate 
and share our faith that work for younger 
adults. Let’s work together to create and 
fan a spark, even if it doesn’t burn brightly 
right away.

We can show how every song the younger 
music fans listen to started with traditions 
laid down by Chuck Berry or the Beatles. In 
turn we can appreciate that some things are 
entirely new! We can argue who is better, 
Babe Ruth or Shohei Ohtani, Bill Russell or 
LeBron James. The answers don’t matter, 
really. What counts is the dialogue and the 
friendships that result.

Yours in Christ,
Dave Barringer

CEO

Let’s Work Across Generations to Find New Ways to Serve, Communicate and Share our Faith 
that Work for Younger Adults (continued)

Dave Barringer, CEO
SVDP USA

Is your Conference hosting an event or 
fundraiser open to other Vincentians or 
the general public?

If so, please forward the information to 
the SVDP Central Office so we may help 
you publicize it on social media.

Contact: nschrimpf@svdpcle.org

Attention ConferencesSt. John Bosco Conference Members Making a Difference in the 
Brooklyn Centre Neighborhood

Thank you to the wonderful Vincentians at St. John Bosco Conference for 
expanding your ministry to SVDP’s Brookside Hunger Center.
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