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Give Hope
donate a car

give hope to those in need

Donate old vehicles to SVDP
by calling 1-800-322-8284 or

by visiting the webpage:
Click Here

To join our Holy Moments mailing list, view past issues, 
or to learn more about SVDP, visit us at svdpcle.org

Please send all emails to holy-moments@svdpcle.org

Please share this issue with your fellow Conference 
members who may not have email.

To unsubscribe, simply reply to the email from which 
you received this newsletter with “unsubscribe” in the 

subject line.

Please remember SVDP Cleveland in 
your will and estate planning.

Leave a Legacy

Let's get social!

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram & YouTube

www.svdpcle.org

36th Annual Blanket Sunday Appeal: October 8-9

Ozanam Orientation, St. Bartholomew

Blanket Sunday, the Society’s largest and 
only in-parish appeal, kicks off the weekend 
of October 8 and 9.  Numerous parishes 
within the Diocese of Cleveland will 
distribute SVDP’s Blanket Sunday donation 
envelopes in the church during this time.

This storied appeal has experienced a 
transformation throughout the years. What 
began three decades earlier as a modest 
winter blanket collection across a few 
parishes has grown into a Diocesan-wide 
endeavor that garners financial donations 
used to purchase quality blankets in bulk. 
Additionally, this community-wide effort 
even involves area high school students 
who help the Society deliver hundreds 
of warm blankets to people experiencing 
homelessness.

Last year, donations from the campaign 
were used to purchase and distribute 4,500+ 
new winter blankets that were provided 
to unhoused neighbors and 126 beds/
mattresses for low-income individuals and 
families throughout Northeast Ohio.

These items were given directly to people in 
need through our Ozanam Centers, Catholic 
Charities agencies, and homeless shelters 
in the Cleveland, Akron, Lorain/Elyria, and 
Lake/Geauga metropolitan areas. Please 
help us promote this important appeal at 
your Conferences. 

Financial gifts can be made securely online

Checks may be mailed to 

St. Vincent de Paul Society Blanket Sunday
1404 East 9th Street-3rd Floor 

Cleveland, OH  44114

donate online

Nearly 20 Vincentians representing the 
Society’s West and Akron districts recently 
convened for a closer look at Vincentian 
spirituality, the connection between 
charity and justice, the importance of home 
visits and more at an in-person Ozanam 
Orientation.

Led by Barb Leszynski and Joanna Clancy 
from St. Ladislas Conference, the volunteer 
training was designed for new members 
seeking a comprehensive introduction to 
SVDP, current members who want a better 
understanding of  Vincentian life and 
service, and seasoned Vincentians desiring a 
deeper experience of the Society.

The orientation was hosted on July 30 at St. 
Bartholomew Conference in Middleburg 
Heights.

In-person Ozanam Orientations Resume
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Mark Your Calendars for the 
Next Ozanam Orientation

A Message from our Spiritual Advisor

Saturday, October 22nd

Whether you’re a potential Vincentian or 
a current one, please join us for the next 
Ozanam Orientation training Saturday, 
October 22 from 9AM to 3PM at St. 
Edward Church, 501 Cottage Street in 
Ashland. Hosted by facilitators Cheryl 
Davis and Ella Kick, the free event 
provides an opportunity to learn about 
and share the joy of participating in the 
St. Vincent de Paul ministry.

To register or for more information, 
please contact Cheryl Davis at 330-264-
8824.

Conference Spotlight - Sacred Heart of Jesus (Wadsworth)

When Tina – the primary breadwinner of a 
family of five -- contacted Vincentians at the 
Society’s Sacred Heart of Jesus (Wadsworth) 
Conference for emergency assistance, they 
realized immediately that she was going to 
need help beyond a one-time bill payment.

Tina was employed at a nursing home and 
her duties included taking care of injured 
veterans. She reached out to the Conference 
in an effort to stay ahead of debt, said 
Conference President, Greg Pero, and had 
been able to consistently meet her rent and 
utility bills in a timely manner. But due to 
a foot injury that was exacerbated by her 
diabetes, she eventually had to undergo a 
serious foot surgery that required her to be 
off of work for six months. 

Her greatest challenge was post-surgical 
lack of mobility during recovery. Although 
she desperately needed a knee scooter, her 
medical insurance would not cover the 
cost. After contacting the Conference, the 
Society was able to provide her one free of 
charge via its community partner, MedWish 
International.

That was only the beginning, Pero explained. 
“Her house only had one bathroom and it 
was located on the second floor. Because 
there was nothing to hold onto when going 
up the stairs, our Vincentians installed 
handrails to the second floor. We also 
provided a twin bed on the first floor so she 
didn’t have to climb the stairs during the 
day to lie down and rest.”

Tina is recovering well and is very thankful 
for the support, he added.

Sacred Heart of Jesus has 70 members, 
each with a “niche” for different levels of 
helping that include managing fund raisers 
to coat drives and everything in between, 
Pero said. Its busy food pantry is supported 
by many Vincentians, including a “bread 
army” that travels to local stores to pick 
up and distribute day-old bread and more 
for people in need. Sacred Heart also twins 
with other Conferences in the District to 
buy uniforms for St. Mary School students 
in Akron.

“Our Vincentians do so many little things 
that make such a difference.” said Pero.

Sacred Heart of Jesus-Wadsworth Vincentians Work to Help Neighbor Get Back On Her Feet

Our Friend & Neighbor, Tina

Be Thankful

Recall a special grace you have received 
in your ministry to the poor.  How did 
you first hear about the Society?  Make 
it your aim to invite new members of 
your parish join you in your ministry.  
In service options many are hoping to 
find meaning in their lives as followers 
of Jesus.  Use this opportunity to share 
with them the wisdom from the book of 
Jeremiah: “When you seek me, you will 
find me.”

by Sister Cheryl Keehner, CSA

St. Rita Conference Members Help at SVDP Brookside Hunger Center

These lovely folks are from St. Rita Conference, who help at our Brookside pantry to prepare 
meals for Renee Jones Empowerment Center's (RJEC) Project Red Cord Night Out. Held monthly 
on Friday evenings, the community gathering includes local partners and residents of Cleveland’s 
Brooklyn Centre neighborhood.

https://www.medwish.org/
https://www.medwish.org/


Conference Spotlight - St. Francis Xavier Conference (Medina)

Vincentians at the Society’s St. Francis 
Xavier Conference (Medina) were seeking 
ways to permanently remove people 
from the poverty cycle and allow clients 
to live financially independent of public 
assistance.  As a result, last year the 
Conference launched its Guardian Angel 
program.

The Guardian Angel program is designed 
for neighbors who are actively working a 
plan to permanently remove themselves 
from the need of public assistance, but are 
unable or struggle to complete it due to life 
circumstances, according to Mike Geary, 
Conference president. 

For example, Chelsea is a single mom in 
nursing school with a plan to become a 
registered nurse. Being a single mom while 
working full-time and going to school at 
night became an impossible task. Although 
she budgeted every dollar, little money, if 
any, remained at the end of the month for 
life’s necessities and completion of her plan 
was doubtful. Times were tough and Chelsea 
needed help making her goal a reality.  This 
is where St. Francis Xavier made an impact, 
Geary explained.

“We stepped in and took care of the rent 
and utilities for six months so that Chelsea 
could graduate college.

Today, Chelsea has her Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing and is working to pass the Nursing 
Board exam to become a registered nurse. 
After which, she’ll be able to permanently 
remove herself from the poverty cycle 
and eliminate her need for future public 
assistance.”

To ensure clients are following the plan and 
that the financial resources provided by 
the Conference are adequate, each client in 
the Guardian Angel program is assigned a 
case manager. This Vincentian has monthly 
contact with the client, and the empathy 
and support provided by the case manager 
are as important as the financial resources, 
Geary noted. 

Potential Guardian Angel candidates are 
identified during bi-weekly interviews 
of clients seeking emergency help. If a 
neighbor meets the program guidelines, he/
she is referred to someone in the Conference 
who manages the Guardian Angel program. 

“When you see someone putting in 60+ 
hours of work towards a viable plan to make 
themselves financially independent but life 
circumstances are holding them back, it’s 
great to be able to say, ‘We’re going to help 
make your plan a reality…you can do this,’” 
Geary added.

Guardian Angel Program

"The Lord will guide you continually,
watering your life when you are dry

and keeping you healthy, too.
 

You will be like a well-watered garden,
like and ever-flowing spring"

isaiah 58:11
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