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Give Hope
donate a car

give hope to those in need

Donate old vehicles to SVDP by calling 
1-800-322-8284 or visiting the webpage:

Click Here

To join our Holy Moments mailing list, view 
past issues, or to learn more about SVDP, 
visit us at svdpcle.org

Please send all emails to:
 holy-moments@svdpcle.org

Please share this issue with your fellow Con-
ference members who may not have email.

Please remember SVDP Cleveland 
in your will and estate planning.

Leave a Legacy

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Board of Directors is pleased to an-
nounce new Board member and 
West District president, Toni House 
(Blessed Trinity Conference-Cleve-
land).

Toni recalled that she was raised 
in a family that placed great value 
in helping others. As a Vincentian 
with Blessed Trinity since 2013, she 
has been putting her faith in action 
through her Conference’s ministry 
to the poor. Her efforts span across 
multiple areas – from using her 
own garage to temporarily store do-
nated appliances and furniture for 
people in need -- to forming valu-
able collaborations with many local 
businesses that help the poor. She 
also works with other Conferences 
to establish relationships that have 
resulted in twinning between her 
Conference and others.

Toni is currently Blessed Trinity 
Conference’s treasurer, and previ-
ously served as interim secretary. 
She has also been a presenter at 
Ozanam Orientations.

In an effort to more effectively help 
people in need and streamline her 
Conference’s case management 
procedures, she led the charge to 
computerize the process through 
the employment of the Vincentian 
Case Management System by Agu-
lar Systems. 

As she looks back on her life, she 
believes that she was fortunate to be 
able to retire as an administrative 
assistant to a labor union president 
when she was only 50 years old. “It 
is apparent now that was God’s plan 
because I needed more time in the 
day, as I wanted to become involved 
in various areas,” she explained. 
These included her parish’s finance 
council, counting team, Stephen 
Ministry, bible study group and 
food pantry. She is also active in 
her neighborhood's Ward Club as 
an Executive Committee member.

Toni said that she was honored 
to be considered for West District 
president. “There are many dedi-
cated, compassionate Vincentians 
in the Diocese who work well to-
gether as they try to serve 

God's people in need,” she added. 
“Going forward, I hope to contin-
ue the work of past district presi-
dents, learn what resources are out 
there and feed off others’ ideas.  It 
can be overwhelming at times, but 
we never walk alone.  St. Vincent de 
Paul said, ‘There are very few for so 
much work.  Our Lord will have to 
labor with you!’”

Toni resides in Cleveland. She has 
four adult children and is a proud 
grandmother of 11.

Central Office Hires Volunteer-Administrative Coordinator                                                              

SVDP Welcomes New West District President                                          

The Society’s Central Office re-
cently welcomed Layla Black-
burn as Volunteer/Administra-
tive coordinator. Layla’s role 
includes creating and managing 
a volunteer program for SVDP’s 
west side hunger centers (Com-
munity Corner, Brookside and 
St. Pat’s), in addition to coordi-
nating administrative activities 
at the Central Office. She also 
serves as a liaison between the 
Central Office and SVDP Con-
ferences.

Layla brings to her new role a 
passion for helping people in 
need and a desire to make a 
difference. Her experience in-
cludes an undergraduate in-
ternship at Church of the High-
lands (Alabaster, Alabama), 
where she led a weekly outreach 
team to conduct a church ser-
vice and serve people experi-
encing homelessness through 
a food service ministry. Family 
and faith are also very import-
ant to her.

Her hobbies include outdoor ac-
tivities, such as hiking and sky-
diving

Layla holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
Nonprofit Administration from 
Cleveland State University. She 
can be reached at Lblackburn@
svdpcle.org and 216-696-6525 
extension 3580.

The Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul's Central Office staff also 
includes Gary Sole, CEO, Na-
talie Schrimpf, Marketing & De-

velopment director, James Bru-
ening, Operations manager and 
Julie Fulton, Business manager.

Toni House

Layla Blackburn
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The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is 
pleased to welcome its newest Conference, 
St. Adalbert/OLBS. Located at 2347 East 
83rd Street within Cleveland’s Fairfax 
neighborhood, the group currently has 
five members. The Conference also has 
the support of an engaged parish and 
school community which collaborates 
with Vincentians to serve neighbors in 
need, according to Phillis Fuller Clipps, 
Conference member. 

For example, the Conference organizes a 
monthly community meal in the parish’s 
early learning center that feeds between 
50 and 75 individuals. “Everyone pitches 
in, including parishioners and school 
children,” she said. “The school community 
even organizes food drives to benefit the 
meal.”

Vincentians also offer people in need $50 
Giant Eagle gift cards, which enable the 
working poor to not only use them for 
groceries, but for gasoline purchases as 
well, she explained.

St. Adalbert/OLBS Conference will increase 
its hunger relief efforts in the near future 
with the addition of a food pantry, Phillis 
added. Additionally, it plans to expand its 
rent and utilities assistance program.

Phillis said that her work as a Vincentian 
provides the opportunity for her to 
evangelize through her actions. “It allows 
me to live out my faith where I look for God 
in all, respect their dignity and don’t judge 
their circumstances because ‘There but for 
the grace of God go I.’”

St. Adalbert/OLBS is one of 60 SVDP 
Conferences within the Catholic Diocese 
of Cleveland.

Conference Spotlight - St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament (OLBS)  

The following article highlights one of our Confer-
ences to share its special works and the impact it has 
on those we serve. Feel free to submit stories about 
your fellow Vincentians by contacting nschrimpf@
svdpcle.org

Thank you to everyone who participated 
in and supported Sacred Heart of Jesus 
(Wadsworth) Conference's Iron Chef fund-
raiser. The fun-filled evening of delectable 
dishes, raffles and prizes garnered $70,000 
for the SVDP parish group to help people 
in need throughout Medina and Wayne 
counties.

Congratulations to chefs Shannon Mc-
Neill & Lucas Van Meter for securing the 
title of Iron Chef this year! They cooked a 
delicious Lemongrass Chicken with Veg-
etarian Lo Mein. The 14th annual event, 
which attracted nearly 300 attendees, was 
held February 4 at the parish school gym.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Raises $70K at Iron Chef Fundraiser

Please mark your 
calendars and be 
sure to join us in 
one or more of 
these upcoming 
Vincentian train-
ings:

Ozanam Orientation, Saturday, April 22
SVDP Brookside Hunger Center
3764 Pearl Road, Cleveland 44109

  8:30 AM
• Doors open & continental breakfast

  9:00 AM
• Session begins with opening prayer

  Noon
• Lunch and table discussions

  1-2:00 PM
• Adjournment 

Home Visit Training, Saturday, May 13
Akron\Cleveland Location (TBA)
9:00 AM

Ozanam Orientation Saturday, Sept. 23
Southeast Location (I-480/I-271) (TBA)
9:00 AM

2023 Vincentian Trainings

Irene Morrison/Chair; Lorraine Bradley/Vice Chair; 
Sr. Rita Mary Mrema, CESM/Spiritual Director; 
Linda Gamble; Phillip Clipps, Phillis Fuller Clipps/
Secretary-Treasurer

So
ci

et

y of St. Vincent de Paul

Diocese of Cleveland
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I recently had the pleasure of sharing some 
time and thoughts with SVDP members at 
their regional meetings. I wanted to learn 
more about Vincentians before sharing 
some thoughts that connected my own 
work in urban high schools and commit-
ment to social justice through my role at 
Cleveland State University to the work of 
Vincentians.

Through my research, one fact became very 
clear – Vincentians pray! I learned that the 
prayers of St. Vincent de Paul, St. Louise de 
Merillac and Frederic Ozanam were at the 
heart of every act of service of Vincentians. 
I learned about Vincentians as people who 
pray and follow the model of Jesus in all 
aspects of their ministry. 

I shared some thoughts at these meetings 
but, more importantly, I listened. I was re-
minded that service to the poor and per-
sons with many needs requires prayer and 
listening, just as my teaching does. The 
work is not easy! Vincentians listen to God 
and listen to God's people.  The ministry of 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society truly meets 
people at the level of their greatest physi-
cal need and greatest potential for know-
ing the presence of Jesus in their lives. I 
learned many valuable lessons during my 
short time at these meetings.

As I ended my talk at one of the meet-
ings, I shared some of the Vincentian Be-
atitude Prayer, one of the many prayers I 
found through research about the Society. 
Although these beatitudes are familiar to 
many, I'd like to share a few of these again. 
May the beatitudes of the Vincentians and 
the beatitudes of the Gospel continue to 
guide us in our relationship with Jesus and 
our ministry. 

May God bless you and your ministry!

Happy are those who can be silent and can listen, they shall learn many new things.

Happy are those who can be silent and smile when interrupted, contradicted or stepped on, the Gospel is beginning to penetrate their heart.

Happy especially are you who can recognize the Lord in all whom you meet, you have found true light and veritable wisdom.

I used to be an avid golfer. Not good, but 
avid. My buddies and I would play all the 
time, rain or shine, hot or cold.  One cold 
rainy day, my friend and I went out to play 
only nine holes. After a few holes of mul-
tiple strokes over par, he looked over at me 
and yelled, "Are we having fun yet?"

After a few years, I finally figured out that 
golf was not as fun or rewarding as my 
volunteering with the Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul.  However, being a Vincentian 
during the pandemic was not fun. Reward-
ing? Yes, but fun, not so much.  Since about 
Thanksgiving of last year, I have focused a 
lot less on the pandemic.

Thanksgiving of last year was fun because 
we were able to interact with each other 
as we shared prayer, food and fellowship.  
This past Christmas was the same.  Ten 
family members joined my wife, Barb, and 
me at Christmas Eve mass and later at our 
home where we shared prayer and food, 
and exchanged gifts. 

Recently, the Society’s Lake/Geauga and 
Akron Districts each held mass and a 
breakfast meeting afterwards. Food and 
friends made for an enjoyable time of fel-
lowship. In early February, I joined some 
of our Central Office staff in attending a 
fundraiser at Sacred Heart of Jesus Confer-
ence in Wadsworth. The Iron Chef event, 

hosted by Bill Leahy and Vincentians, was 
a great party.  Obviously, there was plenty 
of food and a lot of fellowship that made 
for an enjoyable evening. 

Some St. Ladislas Conference members 
joined Barb and me at the Slovenian Kuren-
tovanje Festival on the east side of Cleve-
land the Saturday before Ash Wednesday.  
Polka music, good food, beer and friends 
made it a fun time.  I couldn't stop smiling 
from the time we got there until we left. 

As Vincentians, we need to remember to 
also enjoy our ministry, each other and life 
in general. Let's try to continue to have fun 
in 2023.  

Are We Having Fun Yet...?                                                                                                                            by Ed Leszynski, Board President

The Value of Prayer and Listening                                                     by Diane Corrigan, director of Women’s Ministry, St. Ladislas Parish



The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Diocese of Cleveland is affiliated 
with the international Society of St. Vincent de Paul, one of the 
oldest charitable organizations worldwide, which was founded in 
1833 by a group of young adults seeking to help the poor in Paris. It 
is now present in 154 countries, with the first U.S. group launched 
in 1845 in St. Louis, Missouri. Only 20 years later in 1865, SVDP 
Cleveland started its first group at the Cathedral of St. John the 
Evangelist in downtown Cleveland.  

Volunteers, called “Vincentians,” comprise individual parish 
groups known as “Conferences.” These groups determine the type 
of help provided depending upon the needs within their commu-
nities. In the Cleveland Diocese, there are 60 Conferences and more 
than 2,300 volunteers who last year served over 200,000 neighbors 
in need with more than $4 million worth of emergency assistance.

Akron District Cuyahoga West District

Holy Family Stow Assumption Broadview Hts.

Immaculate Conception Akron Blessed Trinity Cleveland

Nativity Akron Mary Queen of Peace Cleveland

Prince of Peace Barberton Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Cleveland

Queen of Heaven Uniontown St. Adalbert Berea

Sacred Heart of Jesus Wadsworth St. Angela Merici Fairview Park

St. Agnes Orrville St. Bartholomew Middleburg Hts.

St. Augustine Barberton St. Basil the Great Brecksville

St. Edward Ashland St. Bernadette Westlake

St. Frances de Sales Akron St. Clement Lakewood

St. Francis Xavier Medina St. Edward High School Lakewood

St. Hilary Fairlawn St. Ignatius of Antioch Cleveland

St. Joseph Cuyahoga Falls St. John Bosco Parma Hts.

St. Joseph Mogadore St. Ladislas Westlake

St. Mary Hudson St. Michael Independence

St. Mary Wooster St. Patrick (Bridge Ave.) Cleveland

St. Paul Akron St. Vincent de Paul Cleveland

St. Sebastian Akron

St. Victor Richfield Lorain District

Sacred Heart Chapel Lorain

Cuyahoga East District St. Anthony of Padua Lorain

Communion of Saints Cleveland Hts. St. Joseph Avon Lake

Gesu University Hts. St. Peter Lorain

Holy Name Cleveland St. Vincent de Paul Elyria

Our Lady of Hope Bedford

St. Adalbert/OLBS                                                                                                                     Cleveland

St. Aloysius & St. Agatha Cleveland Lake/Geauga District

St. John Nepomucene Cleveland Divine Word Kirtland

St. Monica Garfield Hts. Immaculate Conception Willoughby

St. Rita Solon Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Wickliffe

St. Therese Garfield Hts. St. Gabriel Concord

Sts. Peter & Paul Garfield Hts. St. John Vianney Mentor

St. Mary Chardon

St. Mary - Painesville Painesville

St. Mary Magdalene Willowick

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Conference Listing                                                             


